Translingual approach of the basal surface of the diencephalon of the rat and retrograde labeling from the median eminence.
A unique surgical procedure is described by which the basal surface of the diencephalon can be exposed without cannulation of the trachea. The basal surface of the diencephalon is exposed through a midsagittal incision by splitting the oral diaphragm, tongue, and soft palate respectively. Then a small hole is drilled in the base of the skull. After manipulation on the base of the brain is completed, the hole in the skull is plugged with Histoacryl and the soft palate and tongue are sutured. Rats having such interventions survive in excellent condition for days without the need of intensive medical care.